Lesson Title: Independence is Declare



Pages: 302-307

Big Idea: The colonists cut ties with the British government and formed their own country. 
Key Vocabulary:

public opinion – the point of view held by most people

independence –  having the freedom to govern themselves with liberty

allegiance – loyalty

resolution –  a formal statement of the feelings of a group about an important topic

preamble – the first part or introduction (on why the Declaration was needed)

grievance - complaints
Important Points:

1. Thomas Paine’s Common Sense encouraged many colonists to want independence. 

2. The Declaration of Independence written mostly by Thomas Jefferson, declared that the United States was an independent nation. 

3. The Declaration of Independence was approved by the Second Continental Congress on July 4th, 1776.

4. The Articles of Confederation was the first Constitution of the United States. 

Lesson Title: Americans and the Revolution


Pages: 308-312

Big Idea: People in the United States had different views about independence. 
Key Vocabulary:

Patriot – supported independence from Europe

Loyalist – remained loyal to the King and did not support the Revolution

neutral – choosing neither side and wishing for peaceful negotiations. 
pacifist – believers in peaceful settlement instead of wars
regiment – large, organized group of soldiers.
Important Points:

1. Patriots wanted independence. Loyalists remained loyal to the king. 

2. Church members struggled with taking sides.

3. Many enslaved African Americans fought in the war, hoping for freedom. 

4. During the war, women ran farms and businesses. They also fought beside, cooked for, and nursed soldiers. 

5. Native Americans fought on both sides. Americans on the frontier wanted to drive the British out of the western lands.  

Lesson Title: Fighting the Revolutionary War


Pages: 314-319

Big Idea: The Continental Army overcame great obstacles tot run the war in its favor. 
Key Vocabulary:

enlist – to join  the army

turning point – a single event that causes important and dramatic changes (Battle of Saratoga – October 1777)
Important Points:

1. Winter was difficult at Valley Forge.

2. The Battle of Saratoga was a turning point for the Continental Army. 

3. The colonists received help from the French and Spanish. 

4. American heroes made brave contributions to the war effort. 

Lesson Title: Independence Is Won



Pages: 322-329
Big Idea: The Americans finally won their independence. 
Key Vocabulary:

traitor – someone who acts against his or her country.
negotiate – talked with one another to work out an argument. 
principle – a rule that is used in deciding how to act.
Important Points:

1. The British won many of the battles in the South, but the colonists would not give up.
2. The victory at Yorktown ensured that the Patriots had on the war.
3. The British acknowledged colonial independence by signing the Treaty of Paris.
4. Washington resigned as commander in chief, thinking that his public service was over.
5. American trade increased after the war. 
